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Introducing a big update to Windows 11 making the everyday easier including 

bringing the new AI-powered Bing to the taskbar 

By: Panos Panay, Chief Product Officer 

 

It’s an exciting time in technology, not just for our industry but for the world. The Windows PC has never 
been more relevant in our daily lives, and this is increasingly the case as we approach the next wave of 
computing led by the mass adoption of AI. Today’s major update to Windows 11, that I am pumped to 
introduce meets this new age of AI and reinvents and improves the way people get things done on their 
PCs. 
 
Launched just over a year ago, Windows 11 gave the PC a modern refresh and all new experiences that 
enable each of us to connect, participate, be seen and heard. Since the launch, Windows 11 users 
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continue to be more engaged than Windows 10 and customer satisfaction is higher than any version of 
Windows ever.  
 
In the last three weeks, we also launched the new AI-powered Bing into preview for more than one 

million people in 169 countries, and expanded the new Bing to the Bing and Edge mobile apps as well as 

introduced it into Skype. It is a new era in Search, Chat, and Creation and with the new Bing and Edge 

you now have Your own Copilot for the Web.  

Today, we take the next major step forward and combine the incredible breadth and ease of use of the 

Windows PC with the amazing capability of the new AI-powered Bing. Soon hundreds of millions of 

Windows 11 users can get access to this incredible new technology to search, chat, answer questions 

and generate content from right on their Windows taskbar. And we have simultaneously enhanced the 

taskbar by implementing a typable Windows Search box so that all your Search needs for Windows are in 

one easy to find location. 

 

We're also excited to introduce a host of new features from across the team that will make your 

everyday easier on Windows 11. For example, you will be able to link your iPhone directly to your 

Windows 11 PC using a new preview of Phone Link for iOS. Additionally, you'll notice improved touch 

experiences, full screen widgets, and quick access to the generally available Windows 365 app. Windows 

11 also includes new AI features in Start, as well as ongoing updates to make the operating system more 

accessible and sustainable and delivering on our continued commitment to quality and ease of use 

across the system and applications. We look forward to hearing your feedback on these new updates.  

We’ve been inspired by people’s stories of how they are using the new Bing. For example, a first-

generation grad student from a developing country shared how the new Bing gives him access to 

information and resources that were previously inaccessible and difficult to find. Stories like these 

energize and inspire us. With the new Bing in the Windows taskbar, you will be more empowered to 

harness the world’s information.  

For me personally, this technology is having incredible impact on how my kids, and I communicate with 

my dad, their grandfather in Greek. It’s important for us to stay connected to where we’re from, 
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including speaking the language and with the new Bing Chat we can learn and practice writing and 

speaking in Greek with my dad. It’s inspiring and changing the way we communicate and connect in ways 

we never imagined.  

The search box is one of the most widely used features on Windows, with over half a billion users every 

month, and now with the new AI-powered Bing front and center to this experience you will be 

empowered to find the answers you’re looking for, faster than ever before.  

If you’re in the Bing preview, all you’ll need to do is install today’s Windows 11 update to access the new 

search box. To join the new Bing preview sign up on the waitlist.  

We can’t wait to see how the new Bing in Windows inspires you.  

Introducing Phone Link for iOS in Preview 

 

Today we share the next step on our journey to remove barriers for those of you who have iPhones with 

the introduction of Phone Link for iOS. With Phone Link for iOS you’ll never have to worry about missing 

that important call or text while you are concentrating on your Windows 11 PC.  

This builds on our continued efforts to bring you closer to what’s more important, like easier access to 

the photos on your iPhone with iCloud integration in the Photos app. Launching first as a preview to 

Windows Insiders, you can learn more about getting started with preview of Phone Link for iOS by 

visiting the Windows Insider Blog. 

Android® phone users get an even richer experience 

Phone Link capabilities have been available to Android users for quite some time and we’re happy to 

share that we’re making the connection even stronger between an Android device and a Windows PC. 

With hundreds of thousands of reviews in the Microsoft Store, we are energized to hear that people are 

enjoying having instant access to everything they love on your phone on their Windows PC.  
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For those of you with a Samsung phone, we’ve made it easier to activate your phone’s personal hotspot 

with a single click from within the Wi-Fi network list on your PC. And with the Recent Websites feature, 

Samsung users can also now easily transfer their browser sessions from their smartphone to their 

Windows PC, allowing them to continue browsing effortlessly—a great way to stay in your flow. 

Additional new Windows 11 features in the update, designed to make your everyday easier  

Broadcast your best self, right when you need to with advanced AI 

 

Whether you are taking a conference call in a busy lobby, giving the pitch of your life to an investor 

halfway around the world, or meeting your newest family member, we all can relate to wanting to look 

and sound our best so we can connect in the most meaningful way possible.   

Last year we launched Windows Studio Effects1. Enabled by advanced AI, this collection of audio and 

video effects enable you to customize your audio and video for any situation you are in.  

Effects like eye contact, background blur, automatic framing, and voice focus, available to use with your 

built-in camera and mic, enhance your video calling experience. With this update, we are making it even 

easier to find and adjust your Windows Studio Effects settings directly from the taskbar in quick settings. 

Now you can instantly adjust background blur, eye contact, and automatic framing, and apply them to 

your favorite communications applications, with seamless integration into Microsoft Teams. Our partners 

are continuing to deliver exciting new devices that light up these features, like the previously announced 

Samsung Galaxy Book Pro 2 360 and the Lenovo ThinkPad X13s. Check out other new device 

 
1 Hardware dependent. 
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announcements that our partners including Acer, ASUS, Dell, HP, Lenovo and our gaming partners made 

at CES here.  

Connect in more ways with a simple click 

 

When we launched Windows 11, we included integration with Microsoft Teams through the Chat feature 

available from your desktop on the taskbar making it easier for you to make the connections you seek. 

With this update, the Chat signature experience has been fully revamped to make it easier to preview 

your video and jump straight into a call or share a call link through any app with those you care about 

most. You can also get faster, easier access to all of your conversations, with the ability to navigate 

between conversations in Chat - all in one window. 

Providing help is easier than ever with the redesigned Quick Assist app 
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Are you on the receiving end of the technical assistance call—from your brother whose computer “just 

stopped working”, your neighbor who is caught in “password limbo”, or your parent who just can’t find 

that thing they saved yesterday?  For those of you who provide technical assistance to family and 

friends, we know how challenging it can be to help.  

You can open Quick Assist right from the Start menu and get connected more quickly than before, and 

even take advantage of the new capability to switch between screen sharing and full control during a 

session to give or get help the way you want. And you’ll love this there’s a new laser pointer you can use 

to highlight an icon, menu, or anything else on screen so that you can help guide people through the 

learning process. 

More of the news and information you care about is just a swipe away 



 

Sometimes you just want to quickly see the latest headlines, get the score of the big game, check your 

stocks, the weather, or even your schedule—but you don’t want to have to juggle multiple devices. With 

Widgets, you don’t have to; news and information you want is within reach and without disruption. 

We are excited to introduce the expansion of Widgets to include Phone Link, Xbox Game Pass, and 

partners like Meta and Spotify, so it has never been easier to stay up to date on the things that matter. By 

simply clicking the weather icon in your taskbar or swiping from the left, Widgets delivers important 

information at a glance. With the launch of new Widgets, we are creating a better experience for you, 

and new ways for developers to reach Windows customers. Click here for more information on 

developer tools to get started.  

Enhancing your touch experience  
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Sometimes we need a break from our desks and want to use our PCs in a more casual setting like sitting 

back and relaxing on the couch to watch a movie. In times like those, when your keyboard and mouse 

get left behind, you want to maximize your screen experience and make it more responsive to your 

touch.  

Windows customers love the easy way they can quickly and intuitively navigate their Windows 

touchscreen devices without a mouse and keyboard. Recent enhancements like touch controls for Snap 

to get your windows perfectly arranged with just a touch, and new touch gestures that allow you to 

easily open and close Start, Widgets, and quick settings, have made getting things done on touch devices 

effortless. Now, you can maximize screen real estate and flexibility when using your device without a 

keyboard with the collapsed taskbar. When you detach your screen, the taskbar instantly slides away. 

Need to open another app or check your Widgets pane? Simply swipe up to expand it for easy 

navigation. 

Screen recording in Snipping Tool 
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A picture might paint a thousand words, but a video can tell a story. For all the teachers, creators, 

students, marketers…you get the picture video. Easily capture what you are doing with a new built-in 

screen recorder in Snipping Tool. 

We’re continuing to expand the capabilities of this fan-favorite app, so now you can easily capture, save, 

and share your Snipping Tool creations – all right in the app. To use the screen recorder functionality, you 

can search and launch Snipping Tool through Search on the taskbar and select record. Your screen 

captures are now automatically saved to a default folder, so you won’t have to worry about losing them. 

Want to open Snipping Tool easily?  Here’s a keyboard shortcut: Windows key + Shift key + S. 

Tabs make navigating Notepad easier than ever 



 

For developers out there who love a quick way to capture lines of code for easy reuse, Windows 11’s 

Notepad app is here for you.  

We are enhancing Notepad, bringing tabs to the app experience. Notepad tabs will provide a quick and 

easy way to keep your data organized and enable you to switch between notes so you can create ready-

to-compile code without formatting issues. Simply open the Notepad app and click the + icon to create a 

new tab. 

New accessibility features include braille display support and enhanced voice access in key apps 

We believe the world is a better place when everyone can participate, so we are continuing to make 

Windows 11 the most accessible version of Windows yet with enhancements to Narrator that extend 

support for more braille displays, which includes 3 new Designed for Surface displays from HumanWare.  

Now switching between Narrator and other screen readers while using your braille display is a seamless 

experience. This crucial functionality means Narrator can effortlessly interact with accessible accessories, 

ensuring people who are blind are able to use Windows with ease.  



 

We’re also bringing voice access functionality out of preview and delivering a more flexible and 

enhanced solution when using voice on Windows 11. You can use voice access with your favorite 

Microsoft apps across Windows 11 from working on a Word document to managing files in File 

Explorer. Whether you’re connecting, collaborating, or creating, you can easily use your Windows device 

to do more, with or without a keyboard and mouse. Click here for a full list of voice commands.  

New energy recommendations make it easier for you to control your environmental impact 
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Windows wants to empower people to more easily take action to reduce their carbon footprint on our 

journey to invest in sustainable technology. With new toggles and recommendations directly in your 

system settings, you can more easily understand your choices and take action to adjust your settings so 

you can make the best choice for your personal PC usage and for the environment.  

Harness the power of AI to find the files you need recommended in your Start menu 
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For those of you who use Windows in a business setting, we are helping you get to what you need more 

quickly and easily—whether that be a file you need in an instant, or your cloud PC so you can work the 

way you want. 

Available now on Windows 11 Pro devices and higher that are Azure Active Directory (AAD) joined, we 

are personalizing your experience by delivering AI-powered recommended content within your Start 

menu. Simply click to open the Start menu and find related content to help you prepare for upcoming 

meetings, quickly access files you're collaborating on, and more. 

You’ll also find even more to love in File Explorer – from our fastest ever file search to recommended 

local and cloud files, right where you need them.  

Access your Cloud PC with the new Windows 365 app 

 

For quick access to your Cloud PC, we have made the Windows 365 app generally available in the 

Microsoft Store. With the Windows 365 app, you can go from your desktop straight to your Cloud PC, 

which provides you with a personalized experience tailored to your settings, profile, and work style. It 

also reduces friction for IT administrators who can enable employees with a single sign-on experience. 

You can download it now at https://aka.ms/Windows365app. 

How to take advantage of all these new features 

Windows is delighted to deliver on our promise to bring exciting new experiences to Windows 11 more 

frequently in our continuing commitment to innovate in ways that matter to you. With this update, we 

are bringing the power of Bing AI and new features to make staying connected – whether it be to the 

people or information you care about, easier, for everyone. These new experiences will start to become 

available today, via Windows Update and new apps available via Microsoft Store updates1. Users with 

eligible devices running Windows 11, version 22H2 who are interested in experiencing these new 
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features now, can choose to do so by opening Windows Update settings (Settings > Windows Update) 

and selecting Check for updates2. We anticipate full availability of the new features delivered via 

Windows Update in the March 2023 monthly security update release (commercial customers can learn 

more here).  

We’re pumped about this update and believe there’s never been a better time to experience the magic 
of the Windows PC than right now, to learn more visit this link.  

 

1 Click ‘Get updates’ in Microsoft Store > Library – and search your favorite titles or explore our new 

curated collection of mobile apps and games. 

2 Device reboot required to enable new features. New feature availability may vary by market. 

Android is a trademark of Google LLC 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://aka.ms/Windows11/WhatsNew/2302
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/help-me-choose

